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The House of the Masks is a house complex that is located

in the Theater District in Delos, southeast to the Theater

itself. It was built during the Hellenistic Period, around

120 BC, and was used during this period, until the island

was attacked in 88 BC. The intended use for this house was

for actors who were coming to perform at Delos. The

house of the Masks is known for the mosaics that are

scattered throughout the rooms of the building. Most of

these mosaics are on the floors of different rooms and

depicts scenes relating to Dionysus and/or theater.
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The Hall of the Centuars is where one of

the most well-known mosaics from The

House of the Masks lies. This mosaic depicts a

seated figure which most scholars believe it

is Dionysus sitting upon a panther.

The clothing that Dionysus is wearing is

often regarded as seeming more Eastern.

While some believe that his clothing is

reminiscent of Hellenistic Royalty, others

believe that because of his clothing,

particularly his robe and his beard the

artist that worked on this mosaic was

syrian, and therefore may seem more

Eastern for this reason.

Others believe that his clothing may indicate

a theatrical costume, which would be

consistent with  the House of the Masks.

The mosaic in this room

shows Silenus (right),

who is the companion

to Dionysus, dancing to

a musician (left) who is

playing the flute. Due

to both Silenus’ and

the musician’s position

and clothing, this

mosaic is portraying a

satirical drama. The

same artist may have

created the Dionysus

mosaic in the Hall of

the Centaurs as well. The Hall of the Masks holds a cubical mosaic

on the floor with a repeating pattern,

surrounded by two columns of theatrical

masks on the outside. There are ten masks in

total, seven of which are men and three that

depict women. The masks are specifically

masks that were used in comedy performances.

This room is considered to have been used to

hold rehearsals for performances.
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The floor mosaic in this room is centered around an

undecorated amphora resting on a palm leaf. This

type of amphora is found in other mosaics around

Delos. The amphora and the palm leaf together

often symbolize the prize of a rewarding life.

The style of this mosaic is similar to the mosaic of

Dionysus in the Hall of the Centaurs. Some scholars

believe that the same

artist created both

of these mosaics.

Chamonard, Joseph. 1933. “Les Mosaïques de La Maison Des

Masques.” Exploration Archaéologique de Délos.

H, R. 1933. “Délos, XIV: Les Mosaïques de La Maison Des Masques.” The

Journal of Hellenic Studies 53 (2): 312–13.

https://doi.org/10.2307/626403.

Trümper, Monika. 2007. “Differentiation in the Hellenistic Houses

of Delos: The Question of Functional Areas.” British School at

Athens Studies 15: 323–34. https://www.jstor.org/stable/40960602.

Welch, Zografia. 2024. “The Mosaic of Dionysos in the House of the

Masks at Delos : Iconographic Ambiguity.” Publications de l’École

Française de Rome 352 (2): 941–50.

https://www.persee.fr/doc/efr_0223-5099_2005_act_352_2_8429.

Winter, Frederick E. 2006. “Residential Architecture.” In Studies in

Hellenistic Architecture, 157–82. University of Toronto Press.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3138/j.ctt1287qsh.13.


