OVERVIEW OF DELOS DELOS: THE HOUSE OF THE MASKS MOSAICS HALL OF THE CENTAURS

DELOS IS A SMALL CYCLADIC ISLAND THAT IS LOCATED
OFF THE SOUTHWEST COAST OF MYKONOS. IN GREEK LiA DONAHUE | ARCH-331 SPRING 2025 PRPPRPPPLRERMOAAGCIOI6)
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MYTHOLOGY IT IS REGARDED TO BE THE BIRTHPLACE OF S RLAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAARRAAAALAALAAAR
APOLLO AND ARTEMIS. e e e e i e

SINCE THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF SETTLEMENT IN THE W

EARLY BRONZE AGE 1T HAS BEEN GOVERNED THE HOUSE OF THE MASKS IS A HOUSE COMPLEX THAT IS LOCATED
INDEPENDENTLY ON AND OFF RULED BY ATHENIANS, IN THE THEATER DISTRICT IN DELOS, SOUTHEAST TO THE THEATER
WHEN THEY WERE IN CONTROL OF THE DELIAN LEAGUE, ITSELF. IT WAS BUILT DURING THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD, AROUND =
AND THE ROMANS DURING A LATER PERIOD. 120 BC, AND WAS USED DURING THIS PERIOD, UNTIL THE ISLAND . e : e :

WAS ATTACKED IN 88 BC. THE INTENDED USE FOR THIS HOUSE WAS o] T i

IN 88 BC, THE ISLAND WAS ATTACKED AND LOOTED AS . AT A
FOR ACTORS WHO WERE COMING TO PERFORM AT DELOS. THE " an ¥ oke ad Z COLLET. PHILIPPE. MOSAIQUE DU DIONYSOS, 1992.

A PART OF THE MITHRIDATIC WARS. AFTER THIS, THE _.
ISLAND SLOWLY DECLINED, AND BY THE 2ND CENTURY HOUSE OF THE MASKS IS KNOWN FOR THE MOSAICS THAT ARE L i e e THE HALL OF THE CENTUARS IS WHERE ONE OF

BC. IT WAS COMPLETELY ABANDONED. SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE ROOMS OF THE BUILDING. MOST OF ; - T THE MOST WELL-KNOWN MOSAICS FROM THE
THESE MOSAICS ARE ON THE FLOORS OF DIFFERENT ROOMS AND . , e AN b = HOUSE OF THE MASKS LIES. THIS MOSAIC DEPICTS A

%

DEPICTS SCENES RELATING TO DIONYSUS AND/OR THEATER. BRUN-KYRIAKIDIS, HELENE. MAISON DES MASQUES, 2000. SEATED FIGURE WHICH MOST SCHOLARS BELIEVE IT

HALL OF SILENUS IS DIONYSUS SITTING UPON A PANTHER.

B TUE MOSAIC IN THIS ROOM THE CLOTHING THAT DIONYSUS IS WEARING IS

SHOWS SILENUS (RIGHT). W M OFTEN REGARDED AS SEEMING MORE EASTERN.

WHO IS THE COMPANION e e ‘gf*ﬂ W e A WHILE SOME BELIEVE THAT HIS CLOTHING IS
| TO DIONYSUS. DANCING TO et Ty WS e w%:;-'- REMINISCENT OF HELLENISTIC ROYALTY. OTHERS
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ALl =
O Yl o
S, ety P =

| A MUSICIAN (LEFT) WHO IS ) RN B »{#hs. b BELIEVE THAT BECAUSE OF HIS CLOTHING,

"% | PLAYING THE FLUTE. DUE o ‘_ L (roQeREB - GO0 R e R 4, PARTICULARLY HIS ROBE AND HIS BEARD THE
TO BOTH SILENUS AND T A | : WO L ARSI A A SRSl ) | St b

e ueene oSO ﬁ'(';gﬁ:f ST ST Sy AR L R LN ARTIST THAT WORKED ON THIS MOSAIC WAS
NG ¢ BEF ) R ondd® MASKS MOSAIC 2o L Nt Ode U T SO A A [ S

SYRIAN, AND THEREFORE MAY SEEM MORE

. | AND  CLOTHING,  THIS NI -\ |l
~y| ' MOSAIC IS PORTRAYING A HALL OF BN ] b 4 — - HALL OF THE EASTERN FOR THIS REASON.

THE ey i
SATIRICAL  DRAMA. -~ THE AME RIRA o g E T . S Sy IS, . (%

RO anmoceedtl | [ | - =3 _ PR, Ly it oge s s Syt p RS
CneaTED THE DIONYSUS e =) e [ I FELINE Mt U R L OTHERS BELIEVE THAT HIS CLOTHING MAY INDICATE

. CREATED THE DIONYSUS B e —— _, MOSAIC  CoLLET PHILIPPE. MOSAIGUE 215 A THEATRICAL COSTUME, WHICH WOULD BE

i | ¥ ,_ 13 § COLLET. PHILIPPE. MOSAIQUE
MOSAIC IN THE HALL OF 1| woreretw/ |\ _—w e, AR LSEUS (T TeEP MASGUE X 1992 CONSISTENT WITH THE HOUSE OF THE MASKS.
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COLLET, PHILIPPE. MOSAIQUE DU SILENE C - ; - _ P55 P
DANSANT ET MUSICIEN, 1992, THE CENTAURS AS WELL. ' - -0 THE HALL OF THE MASKS HOLDS A CUBICAL MOSAIC

COURTIARE A A8l o i ML ON THE FLOOR WITH A REPEATING PATTERN,
= SR L 3 SURROUNDED BY TWO COLUMNS OF THEATRICAL
77 7B MASKS ON THE OUTSIDE. THERE ARE TEN MASKS IN
HALL OF THE AM PHORA Sl — A . A __ TOTAL, SEVEN OF WHICH ARE MEN AND THREE THAT REFERENCES
e b e '“l . DEPICT WOMEN. THE MASKS ARE SPECIFICALLY CHAMONARD, JOSEPH. 1933. "LES MOSAIQUES DE LA MAISON DES

THE FLOOR MOSAIC IN THIS ROOM IS CENTERED AROUND AN MASKS THAT WERE USED IN COMEDY PERFORMANCES. MASQUES” EXPLORATION ARCHAEOLOGIQUE DE DELOS.
UNDECORATED AMPHORA RESTING ON A PALM LEAF. THIS THIS ROOM IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN USED TO

& )\ —= H, R. 1933. “DELOS, XIV: LES MOSAIQUES DE LA MAISON DES MASQUES.” THE

TYPE OF AMPHORA IS FOUND IN OTHER MOSAICS AROUND Y _ 2 —q B ; ’
[ - Y . " e Wk L S-X HOLD REHEARSALS FOR PERFORMANCES. JOURNAL OF HELLENIC STUDIES 53 (2): 312-13.

DELOS. THE AMPHORA AND THE PALM LEAF TOGETHER

HTTPS://DOI.ORG/10.2307/626403.
OFTEN SYMBOLIZE THE PRIZE OF A REWARDING LIFE.
TRUMPER, MONIKA. 2007. “DIFFERENTIATION IN THE HELLENISTIC HOUSES
b o s OF DELOS: THE QUESTION OF FUNCTIONAL AREAS.” BRITISH SCHOOL AT
THE STYLE OF THIS MOSAIC IS SIMILAR TO THE MOSAIC OF Decorated mosaic <¢— GF Ground-floor entrance - i <3 _"'.;l_._, : : : , 3 ATHENS STUDIES 15: 323-34. HTTPS://WWW.JSTOR.ORG/STABLE/40960602.

DIONYSUS IN THE HALL OF THE CENTAURS. SOME SCHOLARS [ Pavement of marble chips <+ Staircase to upper floor

RLLELLLLULL CLOREIERE BELIEVE THAT THE SAME L] Vestibule, staircase, courtyard, shop 4= T Separate upper-floor eatoance L R e WELCH, ZOGRAFIA. 2024. “THE MOSAIC OF DIONYSOS IN THE HOUSE OF THE

e o [_] Lavish room (e, g-i, p, q; d-f) - Shop, workshop, simple ' ” )
3 ' ARTIST CREATED BOTH Bl Non-specific/modest room (f, j, s; g, h) apartment NS - S ’;AASKS AT DELCID: ' ICZ:ZG(Z?P;:; QZBIGUITY. PUBLICATIONS DE LECOLE
Mol Service room (¢, k-0; a, b, i, )) A Altar, liturgical paintings e ' b R s = MaANEAIS RIS NS : '

OF THESE MOSAICS. e W Wi e, T HTTPS://WWW.PERSEE. FR/DOC/EFR_0223-5099_2005_ACT_352_2_8429.
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COLLET. PHILIPPE. MOSATQUE DE TRUMPER. MONIKA. DELOS, 1LOT DE LA MAISON DES _':"'_‘" '-':',. R T, TN : WINTER, FREDERICK E. 2006. “RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE.” IN STUDIES IN
D " - HELLENISTIC ARCHITECTURE, 157-82. UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS.

L'AMPHORE PANATHENAIQUE, . , . .
MASQUES, 2007. ECOLE FRANGAISE D'ATHENES. MOSAIQUE 215, 1931 HTTPS://WWW.JSTOR.ORG/STABLE/10.3138/J.CTT1287QSH.13.

EMBLEMA 1992.




